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L.—History of the Gurha Mundala Rdjas. By Captain W. H. Sverman,
Commissioner for the suppression of Thuggee in the Nerbudda Provinces.

The dominions of the Guria Mundala or sovereigns extended
before the death of Sunemdm Sa’, in the year A. D. 1530, over §fty-
two districts, containing each from three hundred and fifty to seven
hundred and fifty villages, and collectively, no less than thirty-two
thousand two bhundred and eighty, as exhibited in the annexed geo-
graphical table. But the greater part of these districts were added
to their dominions by the conquests of that prince,-and their previous
history I shall not here attempt to trace.

These princes trace back their origin in the person of Japoo Rax to
the year Samvat, 415, or A. D. 858, when by the death of his father-
in-law, the Gond réja Naepeo, he succeeded to the throne of
Gurha. Mundala was added to their dominion by Goea’L Sa’, the
tenth in descent from that prince, about the year A. D. 634 in the
conquest of the district of Marroogurh from the Gond chiefs, who had
succeeded to the ancient Haikaibunsi sovereigns of Rutunpore and
Lahknjee. That this ancient family of Rajpoots, who still reign at
these places, reigned over Mundala up to the year A. D. 144 or
Samvat, 201, was ascertained from an inscription in copper dug up
during the reign of N1za’u Sa’ (which began A. D. 1749) in the
village of Dearee in the vicinity of that place. This inscription was
in Sanskrit upon a copper plate of about two feet square, and pur-
ported to convey, as a free religions gift from a sovereign of the
Haihaibunsi family, the village of Deareein which it was found, to
Dxopatr a brahman, and his heirs for ever. Niza’u Sa’ was very
anxious to restore the village to one of the descendants of this man,
but no trace whatever could be found of his family. The plate was

4L



622 History of the Gurha Mundala Rdjas. {Ave.

preserved in the palace with the greatest care up to the year 1780,
when it was lost in the pillage of the place by the Sangor troops,
and all search for it has since proved fruitless. There are, however,
several highly respectable men still living who often saw it, and have
a perfectly distinct recollection of its contents. How and when the
Gonds succeeded this family in the sovereignty of Mundala we are
never likely to learn ; nor would it be very useful to inquire.

This family of Haikaibunsis reigned over Laknjee, formerly called
Chumpanuttu ; Rutwnpore, formerly called Monepore; Mundala, for-
merly called Muhikmuttee, (Mahikmati,) and Sumbsipore, (Sambhalpur.)

The Gurha Mundala dynasty boast a Rajpoot origin, though they
are not recognized to be genuine. Tradition says a soldier of fortune
from Kandiesh, Japoo Rae* entered the service of one of the Haihai-
bunsi sovereigus of Laknjee, and accompanied him on a pilgrimage
to the source of the Nerbudda at Amurkuntwk. One night while
standing sentry over the prince’s tent he saw three Gonds, two men
and a woman, pass, followed by a large monkey of the sacred or
Hunooman tribe; and as they passed the monkey looked in his face
and dropped some peacock’s feathers, which he took up and brought
home with him when relieved from his post. On falling asleep the god-
dess Nerbudda (Narmada) appeared to him, and told him that the people
he had seen were not, as he supposed Gonds, but the god Rium, his,
consort S174, and his brother Lucamun ; that the Hunooman was
the faithful follower of the god, and the feathers he had dropped
were to signify, that he should one day attain to sovereign power.
He was at the same time told to visit SurBaEE ParTuk, & brahman
recluse, who lived at Ramnugur, near Tilwara ghat in the vicinity of
Gurha, and consult with him on all occasions of difficulty, as his
spiritual guide.

Immediately after this vision, Japoo Rar quitted the service of the
Lahnjee prince, and proceeded to the brahman recluse at Ramaugur ;
but on entering upon an explanation of his motive for visiting him,
was very much surprised to hear him say, that he was perfectly well
acquainted with his motive, as the goddess had appeared to him also
and informed him of his great destiny. He then took him into the
middle of the river Nerbudda, and there made him swear by the
sacred stream, that if he ever attained sovereignty he would appoint
him to the office of prime minister. This being done he recommend-
ed Japoo Ras to proceed, and offer his services to the Gond rija

. ® Japco Rax (Japu Ra’va) the son of Jup SiNe patel of the vxllage ol
Sehigow about 20 coss the other side of the Godaweree river some say.
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of Guria, and to use every effort to recommend himself to his notice
and gain esteem.

This rfja had only one child, a daughter named RurnasuLes, (Rat-
NAvALY;) and finding himself declining and without the hope of a son,
he consulted his chief officers and priests on the choice of a son-in-law,
and successor to the throne. He was recommended to leave the
choice with God; and to ascertain his will it was suggested, that he
shonld assemble as great a maultitade as he could on the bank of the
river, and in the midst release a hiue jay*. Shauld the bird alight on
the head of any man present, he might be assured that he had been -
chosen by Heaven to succeed him. The suggestion pleased the
prince, and he immediately put the plan into execution. The hird
was released by him on.the day appointed, in the midst of an
immense concourse of people; and it alighted on the head of the
yoang adventurer, who, having some scruples of conscience on the
ground of the young prinoess’ inferiority of caste, was reconciled ta
the marriage by his spiritual gaide. Those who wish the descendants
to be considered pure Rajpaats declare that he never cohabited with
this princess; and that his son by a former wife succeeded him in
the government; but indifferent people believe, that he had no other
wife, and that his son by her was his successor on the throne of the
Gond réja of Gurks. This réja died in the year Samvat, 415,
A. D. 3858, and was sncceeded by his son-in.Jaw Janoo Raz.

However absurd we may consider the popular belief in the vision,
there is nothing at all improbable in the story of the bird, which was
likely enough to have been trained up for the purpose by the
young adventarer himself and his spiritnal guide, who could have
found little difficalty in persuading a.weak and superstitious old
prince to have recourse to such a means of learning the will of
heaven with regard to the important choice of a busband for his
daughter, and a successor to his throne. The princes of this house
are all considered to have Rajpoot blood in them; and some of the
most needy of their subjects of that proud caste, condescended ta
allow their. daughters to marry the reigning princes, thoggh very
rarely a member of one of the collateral brauches of that family.

‘When Japco Ras succeeded his father-in-law on the throne he
appointed, agreeably to his promise, Surauxg Partuk as his prime
minister, and we have some good grounds to believe, what is alto-
gether singular in the history of mankind, that the descendants of the

® The blue jay in held sacred by the Hindus, as an embodied emanation
from the god Siva or Manr a’pEo.
412



624 History of the Gurha Mundala Rdjas. [Ave.

one reigned as sovereigns of the country for a period of fourteen
hundred years up to the Saugor conquest in Samvat 18388, or A. D.
1781; and that the descendants of the other held the office and
discharged the duties of chief ministers for the same period. Among
the sovereigns during this time, there are said to have been fifty
generations, and sixty-two successions to the throne ; and among the
ministers only forty generations. This would give to each reign
something less than twenty-three years. In 1260 years France had
only sixty-three kings; or one every twenty years*.

I shall here give a list of the sovereigns with the number of years
each is said to have reignedf. This list as far as the reign of Prex
Narain, the 53rd of this line, is found engraven in Sanskrit upon a
stone in & temple built by the son and successor of that prince at
Ramnugur near Mundala. It is ssid to have been extracted from
records to which the compiler, JyaoBinp Baseax, had access ; and
good grounds to rely on the authenticity of this record for above a
thousand years may be found in the inscriptions on the different
temples built by the several princes of this house, bearing dates
which correspond with it ; and in the collateral history of the Mahom.
medans and others who invaded these territories during their reign.
The inscription on the stone runs thus *“ Friday the 29th of Jet, in the
year Samvat, 1724, (A. D. 1667,) the prince Hizpnx Sa’ reigning, the
following is written by Supa Sgo, at the dictation of Jraosinp Bas.
PAE, and engraved by Sineu Sa/, Dva Rau, and Baaer Rurex.”

As an instance which collateral history furnishes in proof of the
authenticity of this record, it may be stated, that Fanisara places the
invasion of Gurha by Asur in the year Hidgeree, 972, or A. D. 1564 ;
and states, that the young prince, Bzrr NaRa1N, had then attained
his eighteenth year. The inscription on the stone would place the
death of Durrur Sa’, his father, in Samvat 1605, or A. D. 1548, as it
gives 1190 years to the forty-nine reigns, and the firet reign com-
menced in 415. The young prince is stated to have reigned fifteen
years ; and tradition represents him as three years of age at his
father’s death. This would make him 18 precisely, and add to 1548,
would place the invasion 1563, A. D.

* In one hundred and sixty years Rome had no less than seventy Ceesars. In
two hundred and fifty years the Mamelukes had in Egypt forty-seven sovereigus;
and a reign terminated only with a life. The Goths had in Spain in three hun-
dred yeurs thirty-two kings.

4+ We have not altered the system of orthography followed by the author,
although at variance with Sir W. Jonxs’ scheme, because there are some names
for which we should beat aloss to find the classical equivaleats.—Ebp.



1887.) History of the Gurha Mundala Rdjas. 625
Years. Fears,
1 Jadoo Rae, An. Sam. 415, 33 Bhartea Chund, his son, reigned, 22
igned,e. eccceecescae seseee 9| 34 Mudun Singh, ditto,.......... 20
2 Madhoo Singh, his son,.. .... 33| 35 Okur Seyn, ditto,............ 36
3 Jngm‘n‘th mt--n see sees 25| 36 Ram Sabee, di“’h,.... s esee 24
4 Ragonsth, ditto,........ .... 64 | 37 Tarachund, ditto,............ 34
5 Roder Deo, ditto,.. .. ...c.... 28| 38 Odee Singh, ditto,.. ......... 15
6 Bebaree Singh, ditto,.. ........ 31 | 39 Bhun Mitter, ditto,.......... 16
7 Nursing Deo, ditto,.......... 33 | 40 Bhowany Das, ditto,......... 12
8 Sooruj Bhan, ditto,........... 29 | 41 Seo Singh, ditto,.... 0000 ce.. 26
9 Bés Deo, ditto,...cec000eee.. 18 | 42 Hurnaraen, ditto,............ 6
10 Gopél Sa, ditto,.........ce.. 21 | 43 Subul Siugh, ditto, .......... 29
11 Bhopdl Saditto,....... .c.... 10| 44 Raj Sing, ditto,............. 31
12 Gopeenéth, ditto,... ......... 37 | 45 Dadee Rae, ditto,............ 27
13 Rémchund, ditto, .... ....... 13 | 46 Goruk Dast, ditto, .......... 26
14 Soortan Siogh, ditto,......... 29 | 47 Arjun Singh, ditto,....... ... 32
15 Hureebur Deo, ditto,.. «ss 17| 48 Sungram Sa, ditto,.....c.c... 50
16 Kishun Deo, ditto,.. ses 14 | 49 Dulput Sa, ditto,... . 18
17 Jugut Sing, ditto,.c...ie.00 9| 50 Beemanen, ditto,.. .. 15
18 Muha Sing, ditto,............ 23| 51 Cbunder Sa, his patemal nncle, 12
19 Doorjun Mul, ditto,......ev.. 19 | 52 Mudkur Sa, bis son,......... 20
20 Jeskurun, ditto,...........e. 36| 53 Prem Naraen, ditto,,......... 11
21 Pemp‘dit, ditto.uo ese osses 24 | 54 Hirdee SI, ditto,.. [ 4 |
22 Juschund, ditto,.......c .... 14 | 55 ChutterSa, ditto,ceseeccances 7
23 Munohur Singh, ditto,........ 29 | 56 Kesuree Sa, ditto,..... ...... 3
24 Gobind Singh, ditto,......... 25| 57 Nurind Sa, ditto,.... .. 44 or 54
25 Ramchuad, ditto............ 21| 58 Mohrsj Sa, ditto.... ........ 11
26 Kurun®, ditt0,..c0000000..00 16| 59 Seoraj 8a, ditto,ecccceceavees 7
27 Rutun Seyn, ditto,..... ...... 21| 60 Doorjun Sa, ditto,......c.c.. 2
28 Kumul Nyne, ditto,..... .... 30 | 61 Nisam Sa, his paternsl uncle, 27
29 Beer Singh, ditto,.... ....... 7| 62 NurhurSa, his nephew, son of Dhun
30 Nurhur Deo, ditto,... ....... 26 Singh, brother of Nigam Sa, but of a
31 Troo Bobun Rae, ditto,....... 28 different mother,.o co oo e ceeia s
32 Prethee Rae, ditto,.... ...... 21 | 63 Somere 8a, ditto, 9 months.

At the close of the reign

of Sunara’M Sa’ the dominion of the

Gurha Mundala rijas extended over fifty-two districts, but it is
believed that he received from his father only three or four of these
districts. This prince formed near the city of Gurka the great reser-
voirs called, after himself, the Sungram Saugor ; and built on the bank
of it the temple called the Beejuna mut, dedicated to Buyro, the god
of truth. Tradition says that a religious mendicant of the Sunneeasee
sect took up his residence in this temple soon after it had been dedi-
cated, with the intention to assassinate the prince in fulfilment of a
vow he had made to offer up the blood of a certain number of
sovereigns in sacrifice to Sewa, or the god of destruction. Taking
advantage of the superstitious and ambitious feelings of Sunara’m Sa’,

® He built the temple and other works near Teoree whose ruins still bear his

name. Teoree is four miles from Gurha, and six from Jabulpore. There is a

stone inscribed by réja Kurun on the dedication of a temple at Jaduipore,
dated Samva?, 943, A. D. 886.

+ He built the town of Goruckpore near Jabulpore, and another of the same
nswme in Burgee.
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he persuaded him that he could by certain rites and ceremonies 8o
propitiate the deity, to whom he had dedicated the temple, as to
secure his aid in extending his conquests over all the neighbouring
states, These rites and ceremonies were to be performed at night
when no living soul but himself and the prince might be present;
and after he had in several private conferences possessed himself of
the entire confidence of the prince, he appointed the night and the
hour when the awful ceremonies were to take place.

Just as SunNomA’M Sa’ wus at midnight preparing to descend from
his palace to the temple, one of his domestics entered his apartment,
and told him that he had watched this Sunneeasee priest very closely
for some time, and from the preparations he was now making he was
satisfied that he intended to assassinate him. He prayed to be
allowed to be present at the ceremony, but this the prince refused,
and descended to the temple alone but armed with a sword under his
cloak, and prepared against treachery. After some trifling prepara«
tions the priest requested him to begin the awful ceremony by walk-
ing thrice round a fire over which was placed a boiling cauldron of
oil, and then falling prostrate before the god ; but while he was giving
these instructions the prince perceived under his garment a naked
sword which confirmed the suspicions of his fuithful servant. *In
solemn and awful rites like these,” said the prince, * it is no doubt
highly important that every ceremony should be performed correctly,
and I pray you to go through them first.”” The priest did so, but
after going thrice round the fire, he begged the prince to go through
the simple ceremony of prostrating himself thrice before the idol,
repeating each time certain mystical phrases. He was desired to go
through this part of the ceremony also. He did g0, but endeavouring
to conceal the sword while he prostrated himself, the prince was
satisfied of his atrocious design, and with one cut of his scimitar
severed his head from his body. The blood spouted from the headless
trunk upon the image of the god of truth, which starting into life cried
out ‘ many, many, ask, ask !~ The prince prostrating himself said,
‘“ give me I pray thee victory over all my enemies as thou hast given
it me over this miscreant.” He was directed to adopt a brown flag,
to turn loose a jet black horse from his stable, and to follow him
whithersoever he might lead. He did so, and secure dominion over
the fifty-two districts, was the fruit of his victories. Of these vic-
tories nothing is recorded, and little mentioned by the people.

He built the fortress of Chouragurh, which from the brow of the
range of hills that form its southern boundary, still overlooks
the valley of the Nerbudda, near the town of Gururwara, and the
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acurce of the Sukwr river. He continued himself to reside in the palace
of Mupun Mosvz, 2 part of which still stands on the hill near Gurha,
and overlooks the great reservoir and temple in which he is believed
to have offered up to the god of truth so agreeable a sacrifice in the
blood of a base assassin.

He was succeeded by his son Durrur SA', who removed the seat of
government from Gurha to the fortress of Singolegurh, which is situat-
ed on the brow of a hill that commands a pass on the road about half-
way between Gurha and Saeugor. This fortress is of immense extent,
and was built by réja Bero, a prince of the Chundele Rajpoot tribe,
who reigned over that country before it was added to the Gurka Mun-
dala dominions ; but it was greatly improved on being made again
the seat of government.

Overtures had been made for an union between Durrur Si and
Durasourse, the daughter of the rdja of Mokoba, who was much
celebrated for her singular beauty; but the proposal was rejected on
the ground of & previous engagement, and some inferiority of caste on
the part of the Gurha family*. Durrur S{ was a man of uncommon-
ly fine appearance, and this, added to the celebrity of his father’s
name and extent of his dominion, made DureHOUTEE as desirous as
himself for the union; but he was by her given to understand, that
she must be relinquished or taken by force, since the difference of caste
would of itself be otherwise an insurmountable obstacle. He march-
ed with all the troops he could assemble,—met those of her father and
his rival,—gained a victory, and brought off DureHOUTEE as the prize
to the fort of Singolegurh.

He died about four years after their marriage leaving a son Bezr
Narain about three years of age, and his widow as regent during his
minority ; and of all the sovereigns of this dynasty, she lives most in
the page of history, and the grateful recollections of the people. She
formed the great reservoir which lies close to Jabulpore, and about a
mile from Gurha, and is called after her ¢ Ranee tal,” or queen’s pond.
One of her slave women formed the other that lies close by, and is called
after her ‘“ Cheree tal,” or slave’s pond. Tradition says that she

® The Mohoba family were Chundele Rajpoots, and their dominion had
extended over Simgolegurh as above stated, and also over Belehree or the district
of Kanoja in which it is comprised.

The capital of Belehree was Kondulpore, three miles west from the town of
Belehree. There is a stone iuscribed by réja Murun DEo on the dedication of a
temple at Kondulpore dated Samvat, 815, A. D. 758. He wes one of the
Chundele réjas.
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requested her mistress to allow the people employed on the large
tank, to take out of the small one, one load every evening before they
closed their day’s labour ; and that the Cheree tal was entirely
formed in this manner. Her minister, Apaur, formed the great
- tank about three miles from Jabulpore, on the Mirzapore road, which
is still called after him, Adhar tal; and gives name to the village
in which it is situated. Many other highly useful works were formed
by her about Gurka; and some at Mundala where she kept ber stud
of elephants, which is said by Muhammedan historians to have
amounted to fourteen hundred, a number not altogether incredible
when we consider the taste of the people for establishments of this
sort; the fertility and extent of the country over which she ruled ; and
the maguitude of the works which were executed by her during the
fifteen years of her regency.

Apnur was her chief financial minister, but was for some time
employed as her ambassador at Delki ; but he was unable to prevent
the invasion and conquest of his mistress’ dominions. Asvr Kain,
the imperial viceroy at Kurha Masickpore on the Ganges, invited by
the prospect of appropriating so fine a country and so much weasith as
she was reputed to possess, invaded her dominions in the year 1564,
at the head of six thousand cavairy, and twelve thousand well-dis-
ciplined infantry, with a train of artillery.

He was met by the queen regent at the head of her troops near the
fort of Singolegurk, and an action took place in which ehe was defeated.
Unwilling to stand a seige she retired after the action upon Guria ;
and finding berself closely pressed by the enemy she continued her
retreat among the hills towards Mundala ; and took up a very favor-
able position in a narrow defile about twelve miles east of Guria.
Asur’s artillery could not keep pace with him in the pureuit, and
attempting the pass without it he was repulsed with great loss. The
attack was renewed the next day, when the artillery had come up.
The queen advanced herself on an elephant to the entrance of the
pase, and was bravely supported by her troops in her attempt to
defend it ; but the enemy had brought up his artillery which opening
upon her followers in the narrow defile made great havock among
them, and compelled them to give way. She received a wouad from
an arrow in the eye; and her only son, then about eighteen years
of age, was severely wounded and taken to the rear. DurcHOUTEE in
attempting to wrench the arrow from her eye broke it, and left the
barb in the wound; but notwithstanding the agony she suffered she
still refused to retire, knowing that all her hopes rested on her being
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able to keep her position in the defile, till her troops could recover
from the shock of the first discharges of artillery, and the supposed
death of the young prince, for by one of those extraordinary coinci-
dences of circumstances which are by the vulgar taken for miracles,
the river in the rear of her position, which had during the night been
nearly dry, began to rise the moment the action commenced, and
when she received her wound was reported unfordable. She saw
that her troops had no alternative but to force back the enemy
through the pass or perish, since it would be almost impossible for
any of them to escape over this mountain torrent under the mouths
of their cannon; and consequently, that her plan of retreat upon
Mundala was entirely frustrated by this unhappy accident of the
unseasonable rise of the river.

Her elephant-driver repeatedly urged her in vain to allow him to
attempt the ford, *“no” replied the queen * I will either die here or
force the enemy back,” at this moment she received an arrow in the
neck ; and seeing her troops give way and the enemy closing around
her, she snatched a dagger from the driver and plunged it in her
own bosom.

She was interred at the place where she fell, and on her tomb to
this day the passing stranger thinks it necessary to place as a votive
offering, one of the fairest he can find of those beautiful specimens of
white crystal, in which the hills in this quarter abound. Two rocks
lie by her side which are supposed by the people to be her drums
converted into stone ; and strange stories are told of their being still
occasionally heard to sound in the stillness of the night by the people
of the nearest villages. Manifest signs of the carnage of that
day are exhibited in the rude tombs which cover all the ground
from that of the queen all the way back to the bed of the river,
whose unseasonble rise prevented her retreat upon the garrison of
Mundala.

Her son had been taken off the field, and was, unperceived by the
enemy conveyed back to the palace at Chouragurd*, to which Asur,
returned immediately after his-victory and laid siege. The young
prince was killed in the siege ; and the women set fire to the place
under the apprehension of suffering dishonor if they fell alive into the
hands of the enemy. Two females are said to have escaped, the
sister of the queen, and a young princess who had been betrothed to

® CAowrsgurh, afort which overlooks the valley of the Nerbudda from the
brow of the southern or Safpore range of hills, about seventy miles west from
Jabulpore.
4u
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the young prince Beer NaraiN ; und these two are said fo have been
gent to the emperor AKBER. .

. Asur acquired an immense booty. Besides a vast treasure, out of the
fourteen hundred elephants which is said to have composed the
queen’s own stud, above one thousand fell into his hands, and all the
other establishments of which his conquest had made him master
were upon a similar scale of magnificence*. With a soil naturally
fertile and highly cultivated the valley abounded with great and useful
works : and Asur, naturally of an ambitious spirit, resolved to estab-
lish in Gurha an independent Muhammedan sovereignty, like those of
Malwa, Guzerat and Dukhun ; and under a weaker monarch than
AxaBer he would, no doubt, have succeeded. After a struggle of &
few years he returned to his allegiance, was pardoned, and restored
to his government of Kurka Manickpore.

On Asvur’'sdeparture, CHOORAMUN Baspag, the minister and reputed
lineal descendant of the spiritual guide of the founder of this dynasty.
was sent to the court of AKBER, to solicit a recognition of the claim of
Cnunper Sa’, the brother of Durrur Sa’, to the throne of Guria.
This farily had immediately after the marriage of DurcHOUTER been
invested with the title of Baspae. The ceremonies were performed
on the bank of the Nerbudda river, in a temple in the village of
Gopalpore near the Tilwara ford, and are said to have coat four hun-
dred thousand rupees. This agent attained the object of his mission,
and Crunper SK was declared réja of Gurka Mundala ; but he was
obliged to cede to the emperor, the ten districts which afterwards
formed the principality of Bhopaul, viz.: Gonour, Baree, Chokeegurh,
Rahtgurh, Mukurhae, Karoo Bag, Karwae, Raeseyn, Bhowrasoo, Bhopaul.

Of CaunpER Sa’’s reign little is known, and that little of no impor-
tancet. On his death he was succeeded by his second son, Mupxua
S4’, who treacherously put his elder brother to death. He was the
first prince of this house that proceeded to the imperial court to pay
his respects in person: and he did so ostensibly with a view to
appease the emperor by the voluntary surrender of his person, but
virtually for the purpose of securing the support of his name against
the vengeance of the people. But the vengence of heaven is supposed
by them to have overtaken him.

. ® Among other things taken in Chouregura were one hundred jars of gold coins .
of the reign of ALLAR-UDDEEN, the first Mahommadan general that crossed the
Nerbudda river. See Brica's translation of Ferishta. Some of those coins are
still worn by the women of Gurha as charms.

1 During the life of DurcHoUTEE and his nephew he resided at Chanda ; and
is said to have entered into the service of the prince of that country.
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He became afflicted with chronic pains in his head and limbs, which
he was persuaded were inflicted on him by Providence for his crime.
The disease was pronounced incurable ; and, as the only means of ap-
peasing a justly incensed deity, he was recommended to offer himself
up as a voluntary sacrifice, by burning himeelf in the trunk of a dry
peepul tree.  An old one sufficiently dry for his purpose being found
in the village of Deogaw, about twelve miles from Mundala, he caused
himself to be shut up and burnt in it ; and the merit of the sacrifice is
considered to have been enhanced by the sacred character of the tree,
sacred to Stva, in which it was made. His eldest son, Prem Narain
had been in attendance upon the emperor at Delki, but he re-
turned to the Nerbudda on receiving intelligence of his father’s death,
leaving his son Hirper Sa‘to represent him at the imperial court.
Unfortunately, in his haste, he omitted, it is said to return the visit of
Bsrr Sinen Do, rfja of Archa, before he left court; and that proud
prince on his death-bed shortly after is said to have made his eon,
Juoosnar Sinan, swear to revenge the insult by the invasion and con-
quest of Gurha, or perish.

He soon after marched at the head of all the troops he could muster,
and Prem Narain finding himself unable to oppose him in the field,
threw himself into the fort of CAowragurh, where he was for some
months closely berieged. JBoosHAR pretended at last to raise the
siege. He drew off his troops, and descended into the plains, where
he invited Peem NaraIN to come and adjust with him in person the
terms of peace. He was prevailed upon to do so on the faith of a
solemn oath ; and accompanied by his minister, JeYpeo Baseag, pro-
ceeded to the tent of his enemy, where they were treacherously maur-
dered by assassins hired for the purpose. He again invested the fort,
which having no head soon surrendered; and all the other garrisoms
in the GurAa dominions followed the example.

News of this invasion and of the death of his father was soon
conveyed to Hiapzx 84, then in attendance upon the emperor at DelAt,
He left court, and unable to procure any assistance in troops, returned
in disguise to the Nerbudda. Near the fortress of Chouragurh he is said
to have met his old nurse; and, on being recognised by her, was told
where his father had deposited a large sum of money, which, with her
aseistance, he got into his possession. He then made himself known
to many of the most powerfal and iofluential landholders of the
country, who brought all their followers to his support; and with
their aid, added to that of the Muhammadan chief of the ten ceded
districts of BAopal, he soon made head against the. enemy; possesst

42 -
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ed himself of all the twenty-two military posts of his kingdom ; and
at last ventured to come to a general action with him near the village
of Koluree, in the district of Nursingpore. JHooIBAR SINGH Was defea-
ted and killed ; and the fortress of ChouragurA was surrendered imme.
diately after the action, which was fought within sight of the walls.

In return for the services rendered by the chief of BAopal, Hirnzz
S{ assigned the district of Opudgurh, containing three hundred villages.
He sent back the widow and family of JHo0sBAR SiNeH to Bundelkhusd,
by which he is said to have won so much upon the esteem and grati-
tude of the members of this family and the people of Bundelkhusd in
general, that they made a solemn vow never again to invade his
dominions,

It may here be remarked that Jaoosuar Sinaa had two brothers,
Dewan Horpour, alias Huroour Lavra, and Punar Sines ; that the
former is said to have been poisoned by one or other of his brother’s
wives ; and that when the cholera morbus broke out in the valley of
the Nerbudda for the first time in 1817, when occupied by our troops,
it was supposed to have been occasioned by the spirit of this Horpouz
Laua, descending into the valley in the north wind blowing down
from the territories of Bundelkhund. It first broke out I believe among
the troops while they were stationed on the plain between the garri-
son of ChouragurA end the village of Koluree, the place where the
action was fought, and it is said to have begun its ravages while the
north winds prevailed. These circamstances added to that of Huz-
pour Lara’s having .always been propitiated by some offering or
prayer, whenever a number of people were congregated together for
whatever purpose, lest he should introduce discord or evil of some
kind or other among them, made it believed that he was the source of
this dreadful ecourge ; for the custom of propitiating him was entirely
local, and our troops had disregarded, or indeed had perhaps never
heard of the necessity. From that day small rude altars were erected
to Hurpour LaLa in every part of the valley, surrounded by red flags
erected on bamboos, and attended by prostrated thousands; and from
the moment a case of cholera morbus occurs, every native inhabitant
of this valley, whatever be his religion, rank or sect, deprecates the
wrath of Huspour Lara*.

® It is said that one of Lord HasTiNe's camp.followers slaughtered a
bullock near the tomb, and that the cholera broke out in consequence ; that after
many thousands had perished, one man afflicted with the disease thought of
Huapoun Lara, and vowed an offering to him if he recovered. He got well,
and built a temple to him ; others did the same, and the disesse ceased. From
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Hizozz Sa’, now secure in the possession of his domimions, tarned
his attention to the improvement of the country, which had suffered
much from the ravages of war, and the internal disorders introduced
by these revolutions of government. He planted many groves.
Among the former, the grove in which the cantonments of Jubuipore
now stand, was the largest ; and it is said to have contained, as its name
Lgkheree imports, one hundred thousand mango trees. The greater
part of these have gone to decay, or been cut dowu; and some
thousands of them have been felled since we took possession of the
.country. Among the reservoirs that he formed, the largest was Gunga
Saxgor, a fine piece of water in the vicinity of the town of Gurke. He
died at a very advanced age, after a reign of seventy-one years, dating
from the death of his father, Paeu Naraix; and was suoceeded by
bis son Cavrrza Sa’. The inscription on the stone at Ramsugur
bears date Samvat 1724, and was made in Himpss Sa”s reign, which
commenced it is said in Samvat 1653, A. D. 1596, so that he must
have reigned seventy-one years, even supposing that he died immedi-
ately after it was made.

His second son, Husse Sinen, demanded of his elder brother a
division of the territories : but he was soon reduced to obedience :
and during the life of CBUTTER Sa’ remained afterwards quiet upon
his jageer. CBUTTRR Sa’ died after a reign of only seven years: and
was succeeded by his son Kzsuags Sinan ; but Hurer Sinen, think-
ing the occasion favorable for his ambitious views, and failing in his at-
tempt to get himself proclaimed as successor to his brother, invited to
his assistance the rija of Bundelkhund. With thie support he made an
attack upon his nephew; and getting possession of his person he
treacherously put him to death after he had reigned three years.

Kxsozge Sa’ had ason, NerinDp Sa’, then about seven years of age,
whom RaMxisrun Basras, the son of Kaupzo, who had accompanied
Hizoxs Sa’, in his attendance upon the emperor, and shared in his sub-
sequent fortunes, rescued from Hugrzs Sines, took to Ramaugar, near
Mandala, and there caused him to be proclaimed as rightful sovereign.
Collecting a strong force of the better disposed people, he returned,
defeated and killed Hurer SiNas in an action, and drove his son,
Pusaz Sinaa, with all his troops from the field. An agent was sent off
to the imperial court, to demand the emperor's sanction to his accession
to the throne; and five districts were assigned to the emperor on the
occasion, Dhumonee, Huttah, Mureeak Deh, Gurha Kotah, and Shakgurh.

that time temples have spread through almost every village in India to Hurnoua
Laia. . .
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Ponar SiNgH was & brave and enterprising man ; end finding no
prospect of making head against the young prince for the present, he
led off his followers, and joined the army of the emperor Avrunazzss
then employed in the siege of Beejapore* and served under the com-
mand of Diere KuaN, where he had frequent opportunities of dis-
tinguishing himself; and the general was so much pleased with
his services that after the fall of Beejapore he sent with him a
body of troops under the command of Mgesr Jyna and Mzea Max.
0OLLAR, to assist in his attempts upon Mundala. ‘He was met by the
young prince, his cousin, near the banks of the Doodhee river at Fut-
tehpore, where an action took place, in which NxriNp Sa’ was defeat-
ed, and his general killed.

He retired upon Musdala accompanied by Raxxisaun, the faithfal
minister who had secured him from the father of Pusas Siner. Not
feeling himself secure at Mundala he proceeded to Sokagpore, where he
collected around him his scattered forces, and became again able to
face his cousin in the field, as the troops which the Moghul general
had sent to assist him, were returned to the Dukkun. They came to an
action near the village of Ketoogow, where Purar Sinagr was defeated
and killed. On the death of their leader all his troope dispersed, or
entered into the service of the victor; who returned to Mundala, and
thenceforward made that place the seat of his government.

Punar Sinem had two sons in the action who fled from the field as
soon as they saw the troops give way after their father’s death; and
returned to the imperial camp, in the hope of obtaining further assis-
tance. KEvery other endeavour to interest the emperor in their
fortunes proving fruitless, they at last, stimulated by the desire fo
revenge their father’s death, and to acquire the sovereignty of the
Gurha dominions, renounced their religion for that of Islam, and
obtained the support of a small body of troops with which they
returned to the valley of the Nerbudds, under the acquired names of
Aspor Rumman, and Asoor Hasee. They were to have been joined
by a Murhutta force under Gonaa Jer Pundit; and Nerino Sinaen,
distrustful of his strength, sent an agent to endeavour to bring his two
cousins to terms before this force should join.

This agent they put into confinement, under the pretence that he
was serving a rebel against their legitimate authority, but he soon
effected his escape; and, being well acquainted with the character of
the Murhutta partisans, proceeded immediately to their camp, and by

o Boqapmamendeud to the emperor AuRuNazEDE, 15th October, 1686.
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the promise of a larger sum of money than the commandant expected
from the young apostates, prevailed upon Gunaa JEE to join his force
to that of his master, strengthened by this body of marauders,
Nerinp SiNeH ventured a general action, in which his cousins were
defeated and both killed.

His authority was now undisputed, but these frequent attempts of
his relations cost him a great part of his dominions, as he was obliged
to purchase the aid of neighbouring princes by territorial cessions.
In this last contest with his cousins he was ably assisted by two
Pathan feudatories, Azim K8aAN, who held in jageer, Barha, a part of
the Futtehpore district (14), and Lonpee KuaxN, who held the district of
Chouree (19). Taking advantage of these disorders and of the weak-
ness of their prince they attempted to establish an independent autho-
rity over all the territories south of the Nerbudda. The prince invited
to his support the celebrated Buxar Burunp, réja of Deogurh ; and
with their united force defeated the two Pathan rebels, and killed
Lonpez Kaan at Seanee, in the district of Choxree, and Aziu Kaaw,
near the village of Koleree, in the valley of the Nerbudda. For this
assistance NEriND Sa’ assigned to Buxar BurLunp the districts of
Chouree (19), Donger Tal (20), and Goonsour (18).

Daring these struggles he is said to have assigned to Crurrze
Sauw, rija of Bundelkhund, the five districts of Gurpehra (34), Dumoh
(35), Rehlee (36), Etawa (37), and Khimlassa (38), which afterwards
forrned the province of Sasgor. Two districts, Powae (27), and
Shanugur (29), had before been assigned to the chief of BundelkAund.
He was obliged to assign to the emperor, it is said, for a recoguition
of his title, the five districts of DAumonee (29), Huttah (30), Mureea
Deh (31), Gurhakota (32), Shahgur (33)*. He also assigned Purtabgurh
(10) in jageer to Guazzz Raz Loprzr, who had served him faithfully
and bravely in the contest with Purar Sineu and his sons.

NzriNp Sa’ died after a reign it is said of forty years, A. D. 17314,
Jeaving to his son Mamras Sa’, only twenty-nine of the fifty-two
districts which had composed the Gurka Mundala dominions under his
ancestor, SonaraM Sa’. After a peaceful reign of eleven years,
MarraJ Sa”s dominions were invaded by the Peshwa for the purpose
of levying the tribute which it was impudently pretended that the
Sutarah rdja bad granted to him the right to levy in all the terri-
tories north of the river Nerbudda. Manras Sa’ resisted his demand

® These had been assigned before by NErinND Sa/ after the defeat of Hunzs
BineB; and thecession was merely oonfirmed.
+ It must have.been 54 years.
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and stood a siege in the fort of Mundala*. It was soon taken and the
prince put to death. He left two sons Sgwras Sa’ and Nizau 8a’,
and the eldest was put apon the throne by Bases Rao, on condition
that he should pay four lakhs of rupees a year as the chout, or quarter
of his public revenue, in tribute. By this dreadful invasion of the
Peshwa with his host of freebooters, the whole country east of Jubxl-
pore, was made waste and depopulate, became soon overgrown with
jungle, and has never since recoveredt. The revenue of the rfjas, in
consequence of this invasion, and the preceding contests for sovereignty .
between the different members of the family, and the cessions made to
surrounding chiefs, was reduced to fourteen lakhs of rupees per
annum.

Being unable to resist the encroachments of Ragmoossx GRosLa,
who had under the pretended authority of the Sufarah réja to collect
the chout, assumed the government of Deogurh from the descendants
of Buxnt BouLuno, he lost the six districts which bad anciently com-
prised the whole of the dominions of the Hathaidunsee sovereigns of
Lahnjee Kurwagurh (21), Shanjun Gurh (22), Lopa Gurk (23), Santa
Gurh (24), Deeba Gurh (25), Banka Gurh (26).

Sewras Sa’ died at the age of thirty-two years, A. D. 1749,
after a reign of seven years, and was succeeded by his son Doorson
Sa’, a young lad of the most cruel and vicious dispositions. A great
many of the principal people having been disgusted with numerous
instances of his wickedness, his uncle, N1zau Sa’, determined to avail
himself of the opportunity, and to attempt to raise himself to the
throne by his destruction. He recommended him to make a tour of
inspection through his territories, and after much persuasion he was
prevailed upon to leave Mundala for the purpose.

Nizau Sa’ had successfully paid his court to Brras Kooun, the
widow of his deceased brother, SEwras Sa’, but not the mother of the
reigning prince, who was by a second wife, and had prevailed upon
her not only to consent to the destruction of Doorson Sa’, but to pro-
mote it by all the means in her power. She was a woman of great

* This invasion of BALAJEE Basex Rao took place, A. D. 1742, — See Dun’s
History of the Mubhruttus.,

+ It may be remarked that in districts so situated, the ravages of war and of
internal misrule are repaired with more difficulty and delay than in others. Iam
the first place, the air however salubrious while the districts are in cultivation,
becomes noxious when they are allowed to run to jungle ; and men are prevented
from coming to-fll ap the void in the population. In the next, the new fields

of tillage in such situations are preyed upon by the animals from the surround.
jng hills and jungles ; and the men and cattle are destroyed by beasts of prey.
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ambition, and during the lifetime of her husband had always had a-
great share in the admidistration of the government. She saw no
prospect of being consulted by the young prince, but expected that
Niza Sa° would, if assisted by her in seizing the government, be.
almost entirely under her management. She, therefore, entered into
his schemes, and urged the young prince to proceed on this tour of.
ingpection, with a view of removing from the capital the troops, who
were for the most part greatly attached to him, iu this tour; but the
day that the prinoce left Mundala, N1zan Sa” pretended that his feelings
had been hurt by some neglect on the part of his nephew, and refused.
to move. This had been concerted between him and Baias Koousz,
who now insisted that the prince ought to return, and, by condacting
his uncle to camp in person, offer some reparation for his pretended
neglect. .

The unsuspecting youth, at the suggestion of his step-mother,
returned to Mundala accompanied by only a few followers, and among
them Lucmiun Pissan, a man of extraordinary strength and courage,
who always attended him. They alighted at the door of Nisax Sa”s
house, and immediately entered the eourt; but before any other could
follow, the door was closed upoa them. Lucanun calléd out * Treason,”;
seized the young prince by the waist, and attempted to throw him-
upon the wall of the court yard, which was about ten feet high; but
in the aet of doing it, he received, in his right side, a cut from the
sabre of Gouax, a follower of N1zau 8£. This checked the effort,
snd the prince, unable to reach the top, fell inside : and before Luoas
muun could grasp his sword his right arm was severed from his body:
by a second cut from the sabre of Gouan. Leaving him to be des-
patched by his, Goxan’s, father, Loxsa and his two brothers, whom
Nigam 8( had employed to assist him in this assassigation, Gomaw,
anow made a cut at the forehead of the young prince, who staggered
and fell lifeless against the door, which his followers were endeavour-
tag in vein to force from the outside.

A shout from the inside * that Nizau 84 was king,” echoed from
the partisans of Baras Koour without, added to the general unpopu~
larity of the young prince, completed the revolufion; and all that
remained was, to satisfy those who might be glad to avail themselves
of the opportunity to invade the country under the pretence of panishe
ing the regicides and usarper. Anagent was immmediately sent off ta
the Peshiwa; as the paramount authority, and to pacify him the dis«
tricts of Pana Gurd (50), Deores (51), and Gorjeinwr (52), were assign<
ed in lieu of the tribute which had been promised on the death of

4x
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Mamras 8, and the accession of Szwras Sa’. These districts were
subsequently formed into the five muhals of Deorce, Tendookera,
Chawurpata, Goor Jamur, and Nakir Mow. When Nizaun 84, ascended
the throne he was twenty-seven years of age ; and the cruel and un-
popular conduct of his nephew, during the short interval of six montha
that he reigned, added to his own fine person, affable manners, and
great capacity for business, soon reconciled all clasges of the people
to his government. He turned his attention entirely to the im-
provement of his country, and the cultivation is said to have extended,
and the population a good deal augmented, during his long reign.

Nizay Sa’ died after a reign of twenty-seven years at Guria in the
year Samvat, 1838, A. D. 1776, leaving, as it was pretended, one
child, a son, Minras Sinen, then about one month old, and a recogai«
tion of his title to the succession was obtained from the chief of Sau«
gor, acting ostensibly under the authority of the Peshwa,

About the year Samvat, 1790 or A. D. 1733 Muaauuuoun Knam
Bunouss was transferred from the government of AlaAabad to that
of Malwa ; and he attempted the conquest of the districts of Bundel-
kkund from CmuTTRRSAL, 2D enterprising chief who availed himself of
the disorders of the empire, and the absence of the imperial armies in
the DukAun, to put himself at the head of the discontented Hindu
chiefs in that quarter, and form for himself a valuable independent
principality. Cmurrsasar finding himself too weak to resist so
powerful an enemy, invited the assistance of Bases Rao the Peshwa,
who marched to his support at the head of a large body of cavalry,
defeated Bunausn, and made him evacuate the whole of the territories
he had invaded and seized. CHUTTBRSAL was so well pleased with
the able support the Peshwa had given him in his utmoat need, that
he adopted him as a third son, and assigned over to him, as an imme-
diate recompence, a garrison and territory in the vicinity of Jheneee,
worth above two bundred and twenty-five thousand rupees a year.

CrurrersaL died in the year A. D. 1785, and the Peshws sent
his confidential agent Geminp Pundit, to demand his share of the
chief’s dominions as the third som, so styled after the late conteat.
He met Higprr 8o’ and Juaur Ras, the two sons of the deceased
chief, and obtained the cession of the districts of Sawgor, Gurpekre,
&c. &ec. yielding an estimated annual revenue of about thirty-six
lakhs of rupees. Gominp Pundit remained in charge of these districts
as Mukusdar, and transferred the seat of government from GurpeAra
to Sexgor, where he built a fortress and town upon the borders of »
very handsome. Jake.. He extended his conquests and autharity oves
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other chiefs and districts to the eastward as far as Culpee; and
repelled an attempt on the part of Smoosa-op Doura, the nuwab
wuzier of Oude, to wrest from him his newly acquired possessions in
that quarter®. An army which the nawub sent into Bundelkhund,
under the command of Mszsr Naxu was defeated and driven back
with great loss.

Having secured his dominions in BundelkAund he retarned to Poonay
where he was received with all the respect and acknowledgments due
to his highly important services. He returned to Bundelthund, left his
son-in-law Buzsa Jex, as his representative at Saugor, and removed
the seat of his government to Culpee. In the year Samvat, 1815,
A. D. 1758, Gosinp Pandit accompanied Supa Seo Brao and Biswas
Rio, the son of the Peshwa, to Delki; and in 1817 Samvat was
killed on the plains of Pareeput, in an attempt to escort provisions to
the troops immediately before the eelebrated battle of that name, in
which the brother and son of the Peshwa both lost their lives.

This disaster was nearly fatal to the MurAuzta dominions in Bundel-
Hhund. Their troops fled fromr Culpee, and the chiefs took advantuge
of the general consternation to regain their independence, and extend
their poesessions. Besa Jxm, with the assistance of Janoo Gaosra,
reduced them to obedience, and retained possession of all the districts
placed under his charge. Buta Jsx 3aBA, and Gunea DRUR NaNa, the
two sons of Gosinp Jex, went to Poona; and were there imvested
with the government of BundelkAund, in consideration of the merits and'
services of their father. Bura Je= was the governor, and GoNea
Duunm was to act as deputy under him. The former was so well
pleased with the management of Bxxsa Jex, that he continued him in
the government of Sexgor ; and proceeded himself, accompanied by
Gunea Drug, to Culpee. Barsa Jxe was soon after summoned by the
governor of the fortress of Mulhargurh, to which réja Rax Gosinp on -
the part of RuamoRa, the pretender to the office of Peshwa, assisted
by all the disaffected chiefs of the country, had laid siege. By the
timely assistance afforded by Bazsa Jzz the seige was raised; and he
was soon after engaged in the fruitless attempt to prevent the march
through his territories of a British detachment under the command of
Colonel Gobparp. See my sccount of Gobparp’s marcht.

¢ See KaYR op Dxxn's account of this invasion,
+ Published in the Literary Gasette, 10th February, 1833..
4 N2
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Bxxsa Jea recognized in due form the right of Miaraut Sixau ta
succeed his father Nizax Sa’ on the throne of Muadals ; - but the
queen dowager, Bxras Koour, insisted upon placing on the throne
the prince Nungor 84°, a young man of about twenty-five years of age
and son of Drun Sinen, the younger brother of Nizau S&, and next
heir to the throne. She, as the widow of Soonus Sa/, pretended to
have a right to bestow the government as she pleased; and the
usurpation of Nizau Sa’ having been excused on this ground, many
would bave been found sufficiently willing to avail themselves of it,
in order to raise themselves to wealth and consequence, had the birth
and title of MinrauL Sined not been at all questionable. The leadera
of her party were Saunur Kuan the Pathan jageerdar of Surresugur,
and Preruss Sinen, jageerdar of PeteAra. The leaders of the party
of the young child were Ruasuns Basraz, and his son Muxuno,
His brother Bixran Bajrak, and his son Gunea Pzasaup, tagether
with Gunsys Paspan, the treasurer.

The Dowager determined upon the destruction of the opposite
party. Sauvpur Knan invited to his house, which was situated out-
side the fort at Mundalas, Guneys Passax, his sous Gizpaun and
Nunpna, and his brother Morur Sinaa, on the pretence of making
arrangement for an advance of pay to his troops; and Gunea Gz
Mohunt, a large banker went as guarantee to any agreements they
might make with him. Soon after they bad entered on business
Savpur Keax took Gunea Gir aside ou the pretenee of wishing to
speak with bim in private*; but the moment they left the room the
assassins, who were placed around, and waited only for this signal,
rushed in and fell upon the party. The two young men drew their
swords and defended themselves and their father for some minutes;

® Guxaa Gan is genorally admitted to have beea a party to this murder.
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™ but overpowered at last by numbers, they all fell. Savpor Kuan went

of immediately te the Dowager’s palace within the fort; and was
directed to proceed immediately, surround the house of Ruezuna
Barras and his family, and put them into confinement. He sur«
rounded their house with a body of his troops, and summoned the
old man to swrender. Ue refused, and the troops began to fire in
st the windows, seeing no chanoe-of escape withont disgrace, the mew
put the women and children to death, set fire to the house, and then
rushed out ‘upon the assassins, making gredt alanghter among them
till they all fell covered with wounds.

it was thought that of about one hundred and twenty-two mem-
bers of which. this family was composed, not one had eacaped ; but
it was afterwards found that Pursorun, the son of Moxunp Basras,
a lad of abont nine years of age, had been taken away by his nurse
in the midat of the confusion and carnage of the Jakur; as also thag,
GuNGAPERAAUD, the son of Bixran Basras, had been discovered still
living among the wounded. These were concealed amoung the friends
of the family for a month, when the ranee began to manifest feelings
of regret at the massacre of this family, and of anxiety to discover
some surviving member. The two survivors were brought to her,
and she conferred upon Pursorun the purguna of Surowlee in jageer.
It is now very generally believed that Mizravr Sinan was not the son
of Nizan Sa‘; and that he was brought forward by Ruemsuns
Baseaz, merely for the purpose of securing the continuance of lm in-
fluence in the administration of the government.

- Nuauua 84’ having now been seated on the throne by the consent
of both parties, another campetitor made his appearance. Sommar S£
was the illegitimate son of Nizam Sa’; and in ordinary times such
sans never pretended any olaim to succeed to the throne while a legi-
timate son survived even in any collateral branch of the family. On
the present occasion of a dispated sucoeasion, Somxrz Sa’ set up his
preteasions, and invited the Murhutta chief of Nagpore, MonDAsEN,.
to his assistance. He marched to invade GurAs Musdals, but was
met by the ministers of the dowager, and induced to return to Nagpore
en & promise of three hundred and seventy-five thousand rupees. This
agreement Nuanun 84’ refused to ratify ; but Sommas 8a’ had by tlni
time gone off to solicit aid from Sexgor.

Bxxsa Jx= demanded an explanation from Nuzavur 84°, who sens
an accredited agent to him ; but refused to attend to the suggestions
of this agent, that he should purchase Bexsa Jan's recoguition of his
title, and advanee Souaan S4£ a sam of money, which might have bees
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effected for about four hundred and fifty thousand rupees ; and Bzxsa
Jez marched at the head of a large force from his cantonments at
Dumow. At Teyjgur he was opposed by Crunozr Huxs, who held
that purguna in jageer under the rfja; but he soon defeated him, and
advanced into the valley as far as Patun, where he was opposed by
Saupur Kaan, Gunaea Gir, and the jageerdar of Mangwr, all of
whom he soon dispersed, and advanced without further oppasition to
Mundala.

He deposed Nuruur Sa’, and put Somzrz Sa’ on the throne; and
removed Saupur Kuan, and Gonea Gir Mohunt from all share in
the government, appointing in their place, as prime minister, his
brother Dapoo Pundit, with the assignment of jageer of Swreemagur.
The purguna of Sekors was assigned as & nuzurana to the Peshwa,
and a fine of thirty hundred thousand rupees was imposed upon the:
government. In this fine however credit was given for thirteen hun-
dred thousand rupees taken from the palace in money and jewels, a bond
was drawn out for the payment of fourteen hundred thousand in ten
years by ten equal instalments : and for the payment of three within
a specified time. Porsorum Basraz and Szw Gir Gosaen were
taken as hostages. Bxzsa Jzm retarned to Jabulpore, sent the greater
part of his troops back to Samgor, and took up his residence at Guria.

Soxers Sa’ apprehensive that Bzras Koour would endeavour to geb
Nuznsur Sa’ restored, and that the Murhutta would be easily persuad-
od to accede to her wishes with a view to promote their own interests
by another change in the government, determined to make away with
her. He left Mundala with the pretended intention of visiting Jabul-
pore, but from the first stage he sent back Incra Sinem with a letter
addressed to the dowager. He knew that she always heard every
letter addressed to her read ; and that this would give the assassin an.
opportunity of despatching her. Brras Kooun came to the door to hear
the letter read, and was instantly cut down by IncHA Sinen. Bzzsa
Jxz attributed the assassination to Somzrk Sa’, and made preparations
to revenge it by removing him from the throne : he was not backward -
in preparations to defend himself. He was joined by Sauvnur Kman
of Sureenagur and Caunper Huwns; and with these and other feada-
tory chiefs be advanced towards Saugor, in order to attack Bezsa Jzxm
before he should get into the valley. The two chiefs came to an
action near Mangur. CaunNpar Huns was killed early in the fight ;
snd his followers giving way threw into confusion those of Saupur
Kuan, who retreated with great precipitation upon Chosragurh. Somzxs
84’ made good his retreat to Musdala, and Bamsa Jxx advanced as
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far as Gurlia, where he opened a negotiation with Nuamun 84/, for his
yestoration to the throne on condition of Gunaea Gz becoming the
security for the payment of the money due to him by the last treaty.
Having prevailed upon Souzas Sa’ to conre from Mundals on the
promise of a pardon, he seized bim at Tilwara ghat, and sent him a
close prisoner to Sexgor, where he was confined in the fort of Geor
Jamur. Nurmce Sa° having agreed to Bszsa Jen's terms, was taken
to Mundela and put on the throne 3 but Moraszz was left with a
body of the Saxgor troops in command of the garrison, and Nuzruua
Sa’ discovered that he was sovereign merely in name.

Bxusa Jez returned to Gurla : and, considering his authority to have
been now securely established, he sent part of his troops back to
Saugor, left the greater portion of what he retained at Jubulpore, and
eocamped with only a few followers about two miles distant, and close
outside the city of Gura, to the west,

Taking advantage of his carelessness Guxaa Giz Mohunt collested
together a body of five hundred Gosain horsemen ; attacked him about
midnight ; put him, his brother Dapoosa, and the greater part of their
followers to the sword; and caused such a panic among the great
body of his troops which were posted at Jubulpore, that they all made
a precipitate retreat towards Saewgor, with the exception of twelve
Murhutta horsemen who entered the service of Gunea Giz. Hearing
of this successful attack upon Bxzsa Juzx, the feudatory and other chiefs
about Mundals, who were opposed to the Saxgor rule, collected
together round Mundala, and cut of Momasxz’s supplies. He knew
that he could notstand a siege, and requested permission to retire with
his troops unmolested to Saxgor. With his small detachment he
made good his retreat all the way to Sawgor, where he soon made pre.
parations to recover the country which had been lost by the impru.
dence of Bxasa Juz, and torevenge his death. Gunaa Gir Mohunt
was now joined by Savpur Kuan, who had been dispossessed of his
jageer of Swreemugur by Bxmsa Jex; and they advanced to meet
Mooxa Jxx so far as Teyzeer. Here an action took place ; the troops of
Guxea Giz gave way on the first discharge of the artillery of
Mooza Jex; and those of SaubuT Kman were thrown into confusion
by the death of their leader, who was shot in the breast by one of the
twelve Murhutta horsemen, who had entered their service after the
attack upon Bzxmsa Jxz. His remains were buried upon the spot
where he fell, and his tomb is still to be seen there.

Guxea Gia with the deposed prince, Nuzaua Sa’, whose cause be
was supporting, fled precipitately from the field, the former towards
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Mundala and the latter towards Chowragerd, in order to distraot the
attention, and divide the fortes of Moona Jxz. He however knew biy
enemies too well, and pursued closely and incessantly the most
formidable, Gunaa Gin, who was enabled to collect a few forees -ig
passing by Mundals and Ramgurd, and to make a stand at Bhurure;
near Kombhee, and on the bank of the Heersn river. Beaten here he
retired upon Chouragsrh, where the prince, Nuraur Sa’, had now bee
joined by & considerable force, which Deo Gir, the adopted son of
Gunoa Gim, had brought from Chendele. Their force united at the vil-
lage of Singpore, where they were again beaten by Moona Jee; and
obliged to take shelter in the fort of Chowragurh, which he imimediately
invésted, and very soon took, as it is supposed, by the treachery
of Pupuu Sinen, the jageerdar of Delekree,

.- Nuraus Sa’ was.sent. prisoner to the fort of Koree in the pnrgum
of Kimlassa ; and Gunaa Gir to Saugor, where he was soon after put
to a cruel death by having his hands and legs tied together, and in
this state being suspended to the neck of a camel, so that he might
come in contact with the knee. The animal was driven about the
streets of Saugor, with the Mohunt thus suspended to his neck, till
he was dead. Kvuramur Kuan, was taken prisoner in the action of
Legzgur, and sent to Sasgor where he was ransomed for twelve
thousand rupees by Aprun Orubeza, in gratitude, it is said, for formet
acts of kindness, He returned to Sureemsgur, but was soon after
obliged to retire with his family, and take up his residence at Chapars.
Nuravr Sa’ died in prison in the fort of Korae a few years after;
Samvat 1846 or A. D. 1789.

Souzze Sa’ was afterwards released and in 1861 Samvat or A. D.
1804, he was killed in an action which took place at Kislae, between
RuenonNatE Row the sebadar of Deoree, and Lucamon Sinar

jageerdar of . He had taken the part of the latter of theso
chiefs in a contest for dominion.
[To be continued.]
Geography.

It would be difficult to convey any very precise idea of the bound.
aries of the Gurka Mundala dominions when most extended, by de-
scription, because they wete not marked out by any very distant
geographical lines, while those of a political character are either tod
little known or have been too often changed to afford any assistance.
They comprised at the end of the reign of Sonerau Sa’, who died the

year Samvat A. D the following fifty-two gurde or
districts. . .
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No. ¢f villages.

750 1 Gurha, or the territory lying between the rivers Nerbudda,
Heerun, and Gosr.

750 2 Maroo Gur, that lying east of the Gour river, and including
Mundala.

750 3 Puchele Gur, that lying between the rivers Burma and Ma-
hanudee now the purguna of Kombee.

350 4 Singole Gurk, that lying between the Heerus and the
Beerma rivers.

760 5 Amodah bounded to the by the Soor river, and to
the by Kanaree. :

750 6 Kanogja, bounded to the by the Omur river
and to the north by the Olonee river

the by the village of Kumarore and in-
cluding what is now the purguna of Belekree.

750 7 Bugamara.

750 8 Teepagur.

750 9 Raegur.

750 10 Pertabgur.

750 11 Amurgur. \ All now included in the Ramgwr rdja’s estute.

350 12 Deohur.

360 13 Patungur.

750 14 Futtahpore, bounded to the east by the Doodhee river ; the

‘ north by the Nerbudda ; to the west by the village of
Turome; andto the south extending into the hills,

750 15 Numooagur bounded to the west by the Doodkee river ; the
north by the Shere; and to the south extending into the
hills.

360 16 Bhowsrgur, bounded to the west by the Shere ; the north by
the Nerbudda ; east by the Deo rivers; and to the south
extending into the hills.

750 17 Burgee, bounded to the west by the Deo river ; to the north
by the Nerbudda ; and west by the Bungur.

750 18 Ghoomsowr, bounded to the by the
Bangunga ; to the by the Thavur.

360 19 Chource, to the south by the Punjdhur &NARIND Sa, to
river, now Seonee. BuxatBuLuNo

750 20 Dougertal, to the north bounded by the | about A. D.
Punjdhar, and to the south by the Soor 1700.
river, J

40

Assigned by




646 Histery of the Gurka Mundala Réjes. (Ave.

750 21 Kurwagur.

750 22 Jhunjungur.

750 23 Lapagur. These six districts comprised the ancient
350 24 Sewtegur. d?an‘:nons of the Huikaibunsi sovereigns as
350 25 Dechagur. | O UM%

750 26 Buskagur.

750 27 Powae Kurheya.

750 28 Shaknagur, bounded to the south Assigned to Crurrer
by the Aloneeriver ; to the east ( BauL by Hiroxx Sa’.
by to the west by

750 29 DAumonce.

750 30 Huiiah.

860 31 Mureea Deh.

360 32 Guria Katah.

Said to have been assigned to the em-
peror by Narinp 8a%.

750 33 Shakgwr.

360 34 Gurpekra. )

750 85 Domoa. !“ommsi}e,pyo- Assigned to
360 36 Rehlee, and Rakngir. ;;xg:’;:m.v.gu;z: CuurTER Swf.
860 37 KEtaw. called Seugor. by Namnbp Sa’.

7560 38 Kkimlasa and Korae.
750 39 Goonow. 1
750 40 Baree.

860 41 Choukeegur.
3650 42 Raktgur.
750 43 Mukurhae.
750 44 Karoo Bagh. > Singe forming the BAopawl principality.
760 45 Koorwae.

360 46 Rae Seys.

250 47 Bhowraso.

360 48 Bhoped. |

850 49 Opwdgar, subsequently added to the BRopaw! dominions.
1 Deoree.

750 50 Pusagur. Subsequently | 2 Tendoo Kera.

750 51 Deoree. formed into 54 3 Chumsrpwria.

750 52 Gourjumur. | Muhals. 4 Gour Jamur.
5 Nukur Mow.

The capital of the Gond rdja had been Gurka; and this continued
to be the residence of the Rajpoot princes up to the reign of Durreur,
who transferred his residence to Singolegurk. This fortress which is
of immense extent, was built by a rja Bxiz, it is said, a prince of the
Chundele Rajpoot tribe, who reigned over that part at some former
period.
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Another prince of that tribe is said to have reigned at Belehree over
that part, which formed the district of Kaxnooja, or number six in this
list,
The valley of Jubéyrs, which tow comprises several cultivated and
peopled villages, was then a lake formed by a buad of about half a
mile long, one hundred and fifty feet thick, and one hundred feet high,
made with sandstone cut from the Bhundere range of hills close by.
This bund is a curious work, and etands about four miles from the
village of Judeyra, to the southeast. It is said that it was cat
through by the Mahommudun army in the invasion, but it seems to
have burst of itself from the weight or overflowing of an unusual
quantity of water ; and a branch of the Beermee river now flows
through the middle of . Singdlegur once overlooked this magni-
ficent lake. This however must have been insignificant compared
with the lake which at the same time covered the 74l purguna, in the
Bhopaul territory, on the site of .which are now some seven hundred
villages I believe. The bund which kept in this mases of water wnited
two hills in the same mamer as that near Judeyrdr ; but was of greater
magnitude and of more elegant constructioh.

Ranee DuzeHoUTER appears to have changed the seat of govern.
ment partially though not altogether to Chouragurh, a fort which is
situated on the brow of the Sathpore range of hills, and which over-
" looks the valley of the Nerdudda, about twenty miles from the station
of Nursingpore; for we find Asur Kuan after her defeat and death
marches to Chouraguri, and there finds her family and treasure. It is
however probable that she merely sent them there for security on the
approach of the invading army, as Singolegur was thought untenable,
and lay in their direct line of march.

DureBoUTEE’S son, Bexr NArAIN, made Gurha his residence; and
it continued to be the capital till the reign of when it was
transferred to Mundala, which became the residence of his successors
till the Saxgor comnquest, or usurpation in the year Samvaz 1887,
A. D. 1780. when Jubulpore became the seat of the local government,
and has continued so ever since.

‘Whea the Rajpoot dynasty, if it may be so called, commenced in the
person of Janoo Rak, the principality contained merely the distriet of
Gurha, (No. 1,) which comprised seven hundred and fifty villages, and
was boanded on the south by the Nerbudda ; the west and north by
the Heerus ; and on the east by the Gour rivers. Gorauw the tenth
prince of that dynasty, extended his domiunions over the districts of
Maadoogur, (No. 2,) containing seven hundred and fifty villages. He
bailt the town of Gopeulpore, and is said to have improved his country

402
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greatly by rendering the roads secure to merchants and all kiods of
travellers, whereas they had before been much infested by tigers, and
other beasts of prey.

Pedigree of Sax Guass Rarx.

Sam Gw'n Rar.

] | | ]
Buouu! SiNgm, ANop SINGH, ABDoOD SINGH, MOHUN SINGH, BurjoRk SiNeR.

| ] }
Furrer Sinew, HemraJ, Jueur SINGH, INDERJEET.
!

i ]
LucAMUN SINGH, TiLoK SINGH.

Vxxn‘uumr.

N. B. A list of the GurAa Mundala réjas derived from an inscription trans.
lated by Captain FxrLL in the 15th Vol. of As. Res. page 437, has 47 in liew
of 48 names to SANGRAMA SA’H whose Son VI/RANA’RA’YANA was killedin &
battle with AxsER’s troops. That list terminates with the reigning monarch
Haipays'swana in A. D, 1667.. It differs immaterially from the present list.

11.—Account of the Ruins and Site of old Mandav{ in Raepur, and legend
of Vixraminirya’s Son in Cutch. By Lieut. W. Postans, Bombay

Engineers.

On the edge of the creek (khdrf) which runs inland in a N. W. direc-
tion from Mandavf at the distance of about 2 miles from that Bunder,
are to be traced the remains of a place of some extent called by the na-
tives of the country Raepur, or Old Mandavf, (this last word signifies
custom house.) They relate that Raepur was formerly the Mandav{
of the Gulf of Cutch: the sea washed its walls and it carried on
greater trade than Mandav{ (or as it is styled in all official documents
of the country) Raepur does at the present day. Old Mandavf is how-
ever now nothing more than a deserted and desolate spot, and with
the exception of the foundations of its brick buildings, nothing re-
mains to denote where a flourishing city is supposed to have once
been. It is curious that the art of brick-making has either been lost
or completely fallen into disuse, hence the natives use these rains to
provide bricks to assist in building the houses of neighbouring vil
lages, and in digging for these the small copper coins have been
found, which are known in Cutch as the *Ghadira pice from the im-

* 1 annex a sketch of one of the most perfect impressions I bave yet seen.
I have in my possession 12 of these coins, some of which I found myself
amongst the ruins of Raepur. The natives say they are often found after the
rains when they are more easily distinguished from the stunes, &c. which sur-

round them, owing to the sand being whiter at that season—the antiquarian
would no doubt be rewarded if he were to dig to some extent in this spot.



1887.] old Mandevf in Racpur. 649

press they bear. ‘The love for the marvellous amongst the natives has
magnified the extent and importance of Old Mandav? to a city 2 coss in
circumference, carrying on double the trade of the present and more
modern port. I found the greatest visible extent of its ruins from
E. to W. to be 200 paces, but as the kAdrf bounds them to the N.
and W. the yearly freshes carry away some part of the foundations ;
so that from their present appearance little idea can be formed of the
real extent of the place. TIn the absence of all historical record, as
is usual with many places presenting a similar appearance in Cutch,
a legend or legends is attached to it, and it is related to have been
the consequence of a curse (sirap) denounced upon it by a holy men-
dicant (DEARMANATH), the founder of the sect of jogies called Kan.
phatties :—they have a temple said to be built in the time of Rao
Lixn( in the middle of the ruins : the village of Raepur on the op-
posite bank of the kAdr{ is tributary to the same establishment.
There is no reason to doubt that Raepur was formerly a place of trade
and importance, the khar{from the sea to some distance above Raepwur
is of considerable width, never less than 800 yards, and in places I
shoald think even more. It is by no means unusual for the sea to recede
from places similarly situated, and the abandonment or destruction of the
old port may either be attributed to this cause rendering it no longer
available for trade, or it may be the effect of either earthquake or famine,
to both of which calamities Cutch has at all periods been subjected.

Cxtch above all places abounds in legends and traditions; the
more marvellous the higher they are prized. The following as being
connected with this ancient city of Raepwr, and the impression in the
Ghadira coins* I have committed to paper for the amusement of the
curious in such matters. For all the inconsistencies which may be
observed therein, I beg leave to decline any responsibility ; I merely
profess to givea correct translation of the fable as it has been at
various times related to me. As this legend also represents the
destruction of Raepur by Vixramasrr the son of INDRa, it is evident
that it must have been rebuilt before DHARMANATH could have
vented his malediction upon it. The native way of accounting for
this is, that it was rebuilt, and that the coins are the work of a
king GAppza SiNaa, who struck them in commemoration of the story
of Vixzamasir. It wes during his, Gappen Sinen’s, reign (about
450 years since) that the city of Raepur was again destroyed,—but

® The square copper coin sketched by Lisut. PosTANs has the offigy of &
bull, not an ass : though it might be readily mistaken.—E».
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such are the absurdities and inoonsisténcies whick mark these tradis
tions, that it is difficult tv ktow which is the most popular fable,
since you can seldom henr the same story from two different persons :
however this of Vixmamasir is the best asthentfcuted I have yet
found on the subject.

Legond of Vinst the Som of Vixmamairr, whose fathér wis irdus-
Jormed into « donkey.

The legend opens with Inpaa, who is representsd as amusing him-
self in the courts of paradise with the matching of four Apsaras
(heavenly mymphs), his son Vikrax befug present at the entertains
ment,~one of the damsels was s0 surpassingly beawtiful that she
attracted the attention and as the sequel shews excited the admire-
tion of the som, who after gazing for some titae threw a small peb.
ble at her as a token of his passion, and a hint net to be misunder.
stood. The pebble striking the nymph ovcasioned u slight deviation in
her movements which Inpea observed, and ascertaining the caase
was greatly incensed that his son shduld in his presence be guilty of
80 great a breach of decorum; be determined to inflict summary and
severe punishment, 80 turning to his son he ssid, ** Your conduct i
unbecoming and disrespectful, the action of which you have been
guilty in giving reins to the fiorceness of your desire is more consis«
tent with the properties of an ass than one of godlike origin; heay
then the curse I denounce upon you—quit these realms and visit the
earth in the form of an ass; there and in that degraded form to re-
main until the skin of the animal whose form you take shall be burnt,
then you are released but not till then.” Short time was allowed
Vizeram to prepare for his journey, he was at once precipitated to
earth and alighted close to a potter who was employed in his vocation
near the then populous and important city of Raepur (Old Mandav().
The potter amazed at this sudden accession to hie wealth, after some
time put the son of INDRA into his stables with his other beasts; but
the first night the donkey speaking to the potter said, ** go info
the neighbouring city and demand the king’s daughter for me in mar.
riage.” This miracle astonished the potter, but he obeyed the injunc-«
tion, and proceeding to the kotwil of the city, communicated what
had occurred. The kotw4l disbelieving the story went to the potter’s
house to ascertain the fact ; he heard the same . words repeated and
told the minister, who also having satisfied himself of the truth of
the report, devised some means to acquaint the king ; he in his tarn
heard the donkey speak, and wishing to avoid so very unpleasant
a connection for his daughter sajd to the potter, If you will in one
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night capse the walls of my aity to become brass, the turrets silver,
the gates gold, snd collect all the milk in my pravince into ong
spot, I will giva my daughter in marriage to this donkey. Satisfied in
his own mind that his damghter was safe under this agreement he
departed. No sooner had he left the place than the son of Inpxa said
to the potter, Place a chatty (earthen pot) of milk on either side of
me, rub my tail with milk and mount me. The potter obeyed him and
away they flew to the city. The pottar was thea direeted te sprinkle
the milk from the chatties on the walls and turrets.;—hse did so, and
they became brass and silver; with a switch of the donkey’s tail
the gates became gold, and all the milk in the province collected into
one place. In the moming, great was the suyprise of the king to
find the task he had given and on which he had relied for the safety
of his dagghter so scrupuloualy fulfilled. He had no remedy therefore
bat to perform his promise, and the marriage rites of the princess
with INDRA’s s0b in the shape of a dankey were duly solemnized.
That night the bride with a confidential friend, a brahmin’s daughter,
awpited the coming of the bridegraom. The son of Inpna who had the
power of appearing in mortal form (which power he anly posseesed
during the night) came to the chamber where the damsels were in
a form surpassing weortal beauty. The princess supposing same
stranger had intruded himself ran away and hid herself in another
spartment, but the hrahmin’s daughter remained. In short he reveal.
-d the secret of his divine origin, and the carse under which he suffered,
to both the women, whow he took to wife, and in duq time each be-
came pregmant. The king astonished at the apparent apathy of his
daughter, respecting the diagusting form of bher husband, inquired
of her and discovered the secret, resolved to emancipate his son-ine
law from the curse, he ane night seized and burnt the donkey’s skim.
The son of INnRA was immedistely aware of the oocusrence and
directed his wives to take all the jewels and valuables they possessed
and flee from the ity to preserve their lives, for that he being re-
leased fram his carsn wust retera to his father Inona, bt that the city
where they thon wexe, would immediately become ‘4 duttan” (desolate
snd destroyed). The women fled and the cify was destroyed, as
Vizpas the son of Innma had foretold. The women jowrneyed to-
wards Hindoetan : on the road the brahmin’s danghter was delivered
of a son. Not having any means of providing for the infant she aban-
dened him in the jungle wheve a jackal suckied him with her young.
The mother accompenying the princess proceeded uatil they arrived
st & ciix where thia lattar waa also delivered of & son whom she called
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Vrzs. In the course of time the child who had been abandoned,
grew in stature but roamed in the forest like a wild beast, understand-
ing only the language of the jackals, till one day he was observed by
a horde of brinjarries who sent their men to surround and capture
him. He travelled with these merchants, and nightly as the jackals
howl around their camp, the brinjarries ask him what they say, he tells
them to be on the alert, for from the cries of the jackals, plunderers
are at hand. On this account the merchants regard him as their pro.
tector and call him SaxN1 or prophet. By chance these brinjarries
stopt at the city in which resided Vr'as1 with his mother and the mo-
ther of Saxni. Now the prince of this city made a practice of robbing
all travellers who passed through it, and the brinjarries being pos-
sessed of much treasure, he sent his servants to pillage them, but ow-
ing to the cries of the jackals and the warnings of Saxni, their efforts
were unavailing. Disappointed at their ill success the thieves deter-
mined on revenge, for which purpode they placed a katturak (drink-
ing vessel) of gold in one of the traveller’s bales, and accused them
of having stolen it. The brinjarries, confident in their innocence,
offered their property to be searched, promising that if the vessel
was found amongst their bales, they would forfeit all to the men of the
city, The kafturah wes found, and these latter aware of the power of
Saxni demanded him to be given up. The merchants being helpless
yielded him and proceeded on their journey; the mother of Saxn:
recognized her son and told the brothers of their relationship, they
both set out upon their travels, Saxx1 telling Vimy that he must
go. towards the city of Ujain; that on the road he will arrive at a
mighty river; that a dead body will float past him, on the arm of
which will be a #4wid (or charm), that if he possesses himself of this
he will become king of Ujain. V1'msx requests Saxni to accompany
him, he does eo, and Vi'ws having possessed himself of the charm
as foretold by Saxni, they reach Ujain where they put up at the
hquse of a potter, whose family were lamenting as for a dire calamity,
on asking the reason of which they learn that the city of Ujain is
possessed by a Rdkasa (demon) by name Agiah Betdl, who nightly
devours the king of Ujain ; that all men take it by turn to be king
and rule for one day; the lot had now fallen on the potter, for which
cause his family were thus afflicted. The brothers consoled the potter,
and Vvms promises to supply his place. Vi'myr accordingly pre-
sents himself and with acclamations is proclaimed king of Ujain; he
made Saxni his prime minister. At night armed with sword and
shield he betook himself to his sleeping apartwent, the Agiak Betd!
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as usual knocks at the door and demands admittance. Viasr opens
the door and assisted by the power of the tdwid conquers the demon,
insisting on his quitting Ujain never to return. Ujais was thus re-
lieved from a dire calamity. Vr'ms1 reigned in Ujain for many years
and became a great monarch. His reign forms an epoch from which
throughout Gujraz and Hindostas, the Hindu year is dated ; thus
the present A. D. 1837 is 1893 of Vire (Vikrama #) : he is recognized
as the founder of the numerous castés which now exist; before his
time there were only the foar principal ones of Brakmis, Kshatria,
Waisya, and Sudra.

II1.—Catalogxe of Geological Specimens from Kemaon presented to the
Asiatic Society. By Dr.J. McCrLrLLAND.

_ Anxious that the structure of Kemaos should be brought as prac-
tically as possible to the notice of those who devote themselves
to geology, I take the liberty to present to the Asiatic Society a
duplicate collection of rock specimens, the counterpart of which is
intended to be sent to the Geological Society of London. If this
small collection be of no other utility, it may serve in some slight
degree to elucidate the extensive collection of the rocks of the
same province, formed by the late Captain HzraxrT, and may assist
some member of the Society in the task of arranging the vast ac-
cumaulation of materials alluded to.

They are the specimens from which the mineral characters of the
rocks of Kemaon were partly taken, so that if my work contains errors
in the application of names, or if the substances to which certain
names have therein been applied, be erroneously described; the
members of the Society and all persons who have access to their
museum will have it in their power to rectify my mistakes, which I
have no doubt are numerous. On going hastily over the reinspection
of the collection after nine months subsequent experience in Assam
and the Cossiah mountains, I have myself been enabled in the cata-
logue to make some corrections applicable to my **Inquiries in Kema-
en ;” but there are other errors no doubt of still greater moment which
neither my time nor my abilities enable me at present to point out;
these may more readily occur to any member of the Society whe
will undertake an examination of this callection.

47
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No. 1. Granite (Inq. Kem. 44*) as I have stated this reck to be stra.
tified it becomes a matter of consequence to determine whether it be
granite or not. I confess I begin myself to suspect it to be gneiss
which has assumed the granitic form in particular spots. The whole range
composed of this rock (changing in places into unquestionable gneiss) dips
towards the Hinndlaya, presenting for the most part steep declivities in
an opposite direction formed by the outgoing of the strata. In the lower
strata the mica gives place to hornblende, forming an intermediate roek
between gneiss and hornblende-slate as 5, 8, and 20¢.

2. Specimen, of the granitic centres contained in the gneiss of Klleo
Kemaon}.

8. Gneiss of Kalee Kemaon.

4. Harder nodules which adhere to the surface of granitic masses.

8. Gneiss, with quartz and felspar imbedded in mics and horn.
blende, from Kalee Kemaon ; it underlies the granitic rocks at Choura
Pany, forming the southern foot of that mountain. This specimen belongs
to variety a, Inq. Kem. 59.

6. Nodules of red felspar and hornblende adhering to the granitic cen-
tres of gneiss at Kalee Kemaon.

7. Mica-slate from beds of gneiss at Choura Pany.

8. The same containing hornblende.
9. Ferruginous slate from beds in gneiss and extending parallel with

the strata. Ing. Kem. 52

10, 11. Two interesting specimens shewing the transition between No. 5,.
and clay-slate variat. Inq. Kem. 59,

12. Felspar quarts with very little mica forming veins in the gneiss of
Choura Pany.

13. Gneiss of Choura Pany (on the southern declivity of the mountain)
passing into mica-slate nearly the same as 7.

14. Chlorit-slate with quartz from the southern part of Choura Pany.
Ing. Kem. 60.

15. Ditto without quarts,

16. Porphyritic green stone. Ing. Kem. 61.

17. Described (Inq. Kem. 62.) as oldest gypsum from beds in mica-
slate 7 and 8, but I doubt its being gypsum. Von Bucm found beds of
quarts in mioa-slate just as this rock oocurs : this specimen ought to be
more carefully examined.

® Inq. Kem. 44—This abbreviation denotes the page referred to for farther
information in a work published in Calcutta, 1835, entitled, Inquiries in Ke-
maon, &c.

+ These and similarly expressed numbers throughout the catalogue refer to
specimens in the collection.

¥ When localities are mentioned, the map attached to the Inquiries in Kemaon
may be referred to.
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18. Specimen of a similar appearance from a similar geognostic posi-
tion. Ita specific gravity approaches that of gypsum more nearly than that
of the last. '

19. Mica-slate with chlorite, appreaching closely to the character of
clay-slate. It is interposed between 5 and the oldest clay-slate (24) and
occurs extensively in Kalee Kemaon.

20. Hornblende-slate from the Ramessa valley.

21. Mica-slate occurring in beds of gneiss at Choura Pany, and with
beds of quarts at Durgurrah.

22. 'Transition between mioa-slate and clay-slate, Ponar valley.

23. Quartz containing mica (Inq. Kem. 64) described in mistake as
oldest gypsum. It occurs in mica-slate at Durgurrah, and forms extensive
beds in that rock. The mica-slate adjoining these beds for the distance
of several miles on each side contains no quartz.

24. Clay-slate, oldest variety, (1 variat. Inq. Kem. 70.)

25. Old blue clay-slate, (2 variat. Ing. Kem. 70.)

26. Newest clay-slate, (8 variat, Ing. Kem. 71.)

27. A variety of No. 25 denominated roofing-slate : it is of superior
quality and answers admirably for the peculiar purpose to which it is ap<
plied.

28, Clayslate, (4 variat. Inq. Kem. 72.)

29. Transition slate ? crystalline curved slaty structure with a pearly
lustre, by which last it is supposed to be distinguished from 28, the lustre
of which is glimmering and depends on specks of mica which are quite
abeent in this variety, the lustre of which depends on crystalline struce
ture. .

80. A somewhat crystalline bed occurring in the oldest clay-slate (24)
on the N. E. foot of Choura Pany near the bed of the Lohoo river
One of the specimens since it was first examined has assumed quite a cu-
preous lustre, from which, as well as from its weight, I suspect it to contain
a certain portion of copper. A repository of that metal may probably be
found in the vicinity of the place from which this specimen was ex-
tracted. .

S1. Quartz from contemporaneous veins in clay-slate.

32. Transition between 25 and talc. It is desoribed, perhaps errone-
ously, under the name of graphite or drawing slate. (Inq. Kem. 74 and 75.)
It affords some of the principal repositories of copper one.

83. In further illustration of the transition between old blue slate and
talc. In this specimen the approximation to clay-slate preponderates.

84. The sume transition, but in this the substance approximates closely
to serpentine. Inq. Kem. 133. Its lightness may however with propriety
exclude it from that species.

85. Granular foliated limestone from beds in clay-slate, described as
transition limestone. Inq. Kem. 85, 86, 87.

86. Primitive limestone. Inq. Kem. 75, structure in the great scale
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lamellar in consequence of straight layers of argillaceous matter which
separate the calcareous parts; theee are very minutely granular. It
reposes on clay-slate on the northern declivity of Takill.

87. Snow.white fine granular limestone.

88. Peach-blossom granular limestone. The granular foliated struc-
ture of both these rocks is obscure ; 38 effervesces but slowly in acids,
and a small portion appears to remain insoluble.

89. In this specimen both forms of the rock (38 and 37) slternate in
layers.

40. 8plintery hornstone from beds in 37 and 38.

41. Hornstone. Inq. Kem. 151.

43. B8late and limestone named for some reason for which I cannet now
sufficiently acoount, aluminous slate and limentone Ing. Kem. 87. Speci-

men from the Ramessa valley.
43. Anocther variety of the same mck from the Ponar valley.

44. Magnesian limestone containing mioa and other inscluble matters.

45. Magnesian limestone.

46. Coarse magnesian limestone. The last three rocks belong to the
Ponar valley. Inq. Kem. 90 to 99. -

47. Steatitic sandstone, (Inq. Kem. 92,) fresh specimen.

48. Another specimen of the fresh rock.

49. 'The same partially weathered.

80. The same merely differing in celor and rather more weathered.

&1. Fully weathered and presenting the character of a fine sand.
stone in the state in which this peculiar rock forms the greater portion of
* the Suee mountain. See map.

'88. The same as it often occurs in overlying masses corroded as in the
specimen.

These instructive specimens from 47 to 52 merit serious attention. We
see at Jeercoonie (vide map) a ridge of mountain formed of compact rock
capable of scratehing glass, and presenting some of the characters of Jade.
‘Wesee masses of this rock continually separating and falling from the effects
of the atmoephere, and that the masses thus detached from the original bed
change rapidly from a compact and crystalline state to a loose fine-grain.
ed sandstone whose characters become permanent. Even the fresh speci-
mens 47 and 48 since the time I procured them have underwent so great
a change that they would now hardly be recognised by a person who saw
them before. The sharp splinters have become soft and opaque, and
the whole surface from an uniform sea-green and greenish yellow with
wexy lustre has changed to a dull gray ! To what extent have such chan-
ges taken placein nature ? The SBuee mountain adjoining Jeercoonie though
now a huge uncomformable mass of fine sandstone without a trace of its
formerappearance must have originally consisted of this crystalline though
apparently stratified rock! Inq. Kem, 92.

43. Thesamerock fresh bus rapidly undergoing change.
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44. Specimen of the same rosk weathered and presenting the form in
which it is spread over the surface of the eountry, as well as reposing
in detached blocks and masses on the summits of clay-slate mountains*.

85. Rocks described, Inq. Kem. 106, 107, as transition limestone. [t
forms a ridge in the centre of Shore valley as well as most of the adjoining
mountain summits. It appears to be stratified but much disturbed and
broken. Breccisted specimens of the same.

87. Biaty variety.

88. Variegated brown and blue varieties of the same. The mineral
characters of these limeatones are suficiently distinct from those described

as primitive, and as this indioation is confirmed by geognostic relations, I
adbere to the distinctions I have drawn between them, independent
however of any theoretioal views.

39. Overlying variety of the same. It is not very distinct in its mine.
ral characters from the stratified rocks, and it may be supposed to have
had its ocontinuity merely separated from adjoining masees by the same
set of causes as now oocasion the corrosive effects on its surface. Inq. Kem.
107 and 108.

60. Compaet dolomite. Ing. Kem. 109.

6l. The same with chlorite and quartz preponderating.

62. With chlorite preponderating, the last two specimens being
natural as well as local links between dolomite and chlorite siate at Belket,

63. 'Transition between compact dolomite and granular quartz with
chlorite. Ing. Kem. 114, ’

64. Blue variety of the same consisting of distinet grains of quarts
imbedded in chlorite more or less closely in different parts of the same
specimen.

65. The same, but the grains of quarts are larger, more distinct and
loosely aggregated as well as rounded, and altogether presenting the
character of sandstone. These specimens were taken from the valley of
Belket. .

66. Peach-blossom variety of the same, from the Ramgunga valley at
the bridge on the road between Petora and Almora, described, Inq. Kem.

115 ag granular dolomite.

. 67. Ancther variety of the same, from the same situation. The oval
grains of quarts appear to be in this epecimen arranged so as to present
their longest diameters to each other, giving the mass a fibrous structure
and proving its chemiéal origin : attentive observation may detect the
same structure in other specimens.

68. Another specimen from the same situation as the last.

69. Of the same nature as 66, 67 and 68, but in a state of decay and
quite friable. In this form the rock is found in Goren valley 8,000 feet
abeve the situation in which the other specimens were found.

® It is not always found reposing on clay-slate, but as is seen in many instances -
sscendisg from beneath that rock.
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70. Siliceous colite, Ing. Kem. 117, composing a lofty range of moun-
taine, and connected by an insensible transition with the rocks just enu-
merated. It differs from any form of quartz rock I am acquainted with,
in undergoing spontaneous decomposition.

71. The same slightly decomposed.

72. The same still more decomposed .and earthy. The last 12 speci-
mens, together with the series represented by 47 and 48, which are all
connected by natural affinities, compose a large tract of the mountains of
Kemaon ; and my collection of specimens from the Abor mountuins, several
hundred miles to the eastward of Kemaon, is comprised of specimens
which would seem to represent a continuation of the same rocks along the
whole extent of the Himélaya in this direction. It would be interest‘lg
to compare these with the siliceous rocks of the cordilleras of the Andes,
which also appear like the Kemaon siliceous rocks to be subject to rapid
decay.

78. Protogine ? I described this rock under the head of Granitine,
Ing. in Kem. 124, and was led to believe the crystalline parts to be
dolomite fromn the local connection which exists between this rock and
limestone in all situations in which I have had an opportunity of
observing it. Its connection with the ores of copper render it inter-
esting.

74. A more characteristic specimen composed of large crystals.

75. A specimen of the same, but whose crystals are small and closely
impacted together as is usual in this rock, the talc being collected in nests
rather than uniformly disseminated.

76. Nearly the same as 74.

97. The same with a few columnar crystals of talc on one of its sur-
faces. )

78. Another variety of the same found in small masses at the base of a
lofty and abrupt calcareous mountain in Shore valley. The crystalline
parts appear to be arragonite, but the matrix is talec.

79. Talcose limestone from Shore valley.

80. Another variety of a similar nature, but with the talcose parts de-
cayed and extending longitudinally through the mass in an irregular

. concentric manner, 80 a8 to give it the appearance of a fossil wood, which
similitude is further strengthened by the great length and cylindric shape
of its masses, 80 that 1 was led to consider the first variety as satin spar,
Ing. Kem. 125, and the other as a fossil wood, (Inq. Kem. 384 ;) but subse~
quent discoveries of both these minerals during my journey in Assam
enable me to correct these errors.

81. Commonly slaty tale,

82. Another variety (spintery).

83. The form in which 81 enters into the composition of the talcoss
limestone. '
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84. The form in which talc enters into the compoeition of Protogine.

85. Rhomboidal crystals of tale.

86. Dolomite spar from nests between the talc and limestone in SBhore
valley.

87. Variegated slate. Inq. Kem. 128.

88. Newer srgillaceous slate not variegated and found under dis.
tinet circumstances fromthe last. Ing. Kem. 130.

89. Greyish black brecciated serpentine from the bed of the Malukali
river. Inq. Kem. 181.

80. Noble serpentine. Ing. Kem. 134.

91. Ditto with veins of a quartzose appearance.

02 Coarser variety.

93. Green argillaceous slate from the vicinity of the serpentine. These
roeks are found near the village of Gorajht on the way to Julaghaut from
Petora.

84. Older alpine limestone copper slate. Inq. Kem. 1888. The cop-
per ore is contained between the slaty layers and fractures of the
rock.

944. Alpine limestone. There is another variety of this rock distin-
guished by its flat tabular masses forming thin beds, spread over other
rocks rather than accumulated in masses of great depth, such as the
rock represented by this specimen. I endeavoured to distinguish this
variety farther by the peculiar form of some of its distinct concretions
which resemble in shape small fishes. Inq. Kem. 140.

95. Maguesian limestone from Shore valley : structure slaty but orys-
talline and compact. Inq. Kem. 142.

96. The same, shewing the change to which it is subject by decom-
poeition.

87. Shews that some layers are less disposed to decompose than others,
and that the destructive causes operate as well tranversely with regard
to the layers as laterally.

98. The rock completely altered, (Ing. Kem. 43) named earthy variety.

99. Vesicular limestone. .

100. Porphyritic septarium. Ing. Kem. 148,

101. Vesicular limestone from the summit of several mountains.

102. Other specimens of the same from similar situations but some-
what decomposed.

103. Impressions of rhomboidal crystal in a basis undetermined, col-
lected from amongst the talcose rocks and protogine in Shore valley.

104. Bituminous marlslate, valley of Belket. Inq. Kem. 154.

105. Calcareous grit stone from the northern declivity of the moun-
tain that divides Belket from the plains.

106. Argillaceous sandstone. Inq. Kem. 136.

107. Amianthus from the junction of the talcose slate and limestone
rocks in Shore valley.
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108. Common quarts crystallised.

109. Greenstone contained in the newer limeatome of Shore valley.

110. Hornblende— Belket.

111. Porphyry from the bed of the river at Burmdeo pass.

112. Transition between the newer argillaceous slates and granular
crystalline rocks called steatitic sandatone.

113. Snow.white siliceous oolite from the Deary mountains.

114. Granular quartz from the valley of Bara but not collected in
sitil,

115. The same approaching the siliceous deposits already described in
the catalogue, taken from the Deary mountains.

116. Matrix forming the contents of a vein in the primitive slate at
Lohooghat. The vein is situated behind the rear guard.

117. Stalagmite from Takill.

118. -Felspar from a vein in gneiss at Firker.

119. Quartzs from a cotemporaneous bed of clay-slate at Lohooghat
with a portion of the adjoining wall of the bed adhering to it.

120. Fragments of siliceous pebble, water-worn and subsequently frao.

- tared, found in the vein in clay.slate 116. Pebbles of this nature and
boulders of small sise intersected in various parts as if cut, rather than
fractured, are common in this vein : the pieces of each pebble are found te
lie adjacent to each other.

121. Transition between clay-slate and limestone, Shore valley.

Misoellaneous.

122. Steatitio sandstone approaching te the state of quarts, Ponar val.
ley.

128. Felspar with a little quartz and mica from the veins in the gneiss
of Choura Pany.

124. Veins and nests in protogine, Shore valley.

125. From the gravel in the bed of the river Ludhoo at Belket.

126, 127. From the same.

128. Porphyry from the bed of the river at Burmdeo Pass. Judging from'
the color of the precipices and the quantity of thisrock found in the stream
as well as of I1II, a porphyry of the same color, 1 suspect that the great
central masses composing the first range of mountains next the plains,
consist of these rocks, and that the grit stones, both calcareous and
argillaceous, are only comparatively superficial. The calcareous grit stene
is a sedimentary deposite derived from the disturbance of calcareous rocks,
probably from the mountains of limestone which are 30 miles within the
sub-Him4layan ranges. The argillaceous grit stone, 106, which occupies
a superincumbent position, from the quantity of mica and siliceous matter
it contains, may be in like manner derived from the sedimentary deposites
which took place on the upheavement of the primitive range intercept-
ing the space between this deposite and the calcareous mountains that
afforded the substratum. While these rocks themselves by subsequent
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atastrophes may have been elevated from beneath the level of the present
phins where they were originally deposited, to their present position which
varies from three to five thousand feet above the oceam This is sug.
gested merely as an idea, the discoveries now in progress in this quarter
conducted by Cavriay, Fatcuner, Baxer and Dumraxp are likely to
afford some rational grounds from which conclusions may be safely derived.

129. Shewing the contorted structure of the compact limestone in
particular places. The specimen adduced is from the declivity of the
Mahikali valley.

180. Claystone from the Rameesa valley.

181. Brecciated limestone from Shore valley.

132. Greenstone from Shore valley.

133. A single specimen found in one of the small rivulets near Lohoo-

.ghat. It resembles porous lava and consists of grains of felspar imbedded
In a pitch-like vesicular matrix.

184. An earthy globe foand in the soil at Loheoghat : it has somevwhat
the appearance of a volcanic bomb.

Metallic Ores and their associates.

185. Talc and quarts of a curved slaty structure containing eoPpor
ore—Shore valley.

186. Another specimen.

187. Limestone talc and calespar containing copper ore from the same
locality.

188. Copper ore contained in & curved slaty structure of calcareous
talcose and argillaceous nature. Geognostic position intermediate bet'oen
clay.alate and limestone, valley of Borabice.

189. A very rich copper ore from Gungowly.

140. Another variety from the same mine.

141. Another specinien intermixed with rhomb spar.

142. Iron pyrites and rhomb spar.

143. Tale occurring with the copper ores.

144. lron ore from the Ponar valley, repository in 5 and 20.

145. Another variety from the same situation.

146. Another species of iron ore from a repository in clay-slate near
Dhee.

147. Iron mica forming the sides of the repository from which 145
was extracted.

Distinct series of Geological Specimens from the Abor or sub-Himdla-
yan mountains in the 95° E. Long. and about 28° 15° N. Lat. .lying
between the confluence of the Dikony and Dibong rivers in Upper
Assam.

In the original catalogue z’f my Assam collection, I included 46
specimens of rocks brought to me from the Abor mountains, The
4q
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present series may not be very different as they were collected by
the same persons and on the same oeccasion. In the almost total
absenee of any definite information regarding the structure of this
portion of the Himélaya, it would be wrong to reject even the scanty
intelligence which these specimens gathered by native collectors are
calculated to afford. They were said to have been collected at an
altitude of 1,500 feet on the first range of acclivities facing the valley,
but this I doubt, it being more probable that the collectors contented
themselves by selecting them from the beds of streams at the foot
of the mountains.

No. 1. Is a claystone porphyry containing white orystals of felspar
jmbedded in a green earthy matrix.
. @ The matrix is brown and the crystals of felspar reddish.brown, bet
in other respects it is the same as No. 1.

8. Swall spheroids instead of angular crystals are imbedded : a similar
basis to that of the two first specimens.

4. Veins of quarts penetrate the same substance. No, 4}, a variety with
undulating veins of white felspar.

5. Porphyritic breccia consisting of angular fragments of the matrices of
each of the former rocks : agglutinated specks of felspar also pocur in it.

8. Berpentine and quarta.

7. Porphyritic breccia.

8. The same with veins of serpentine.

9.

10. Claystone of brown color.

11. Ditto greyish black.

18. Another variety.

14. Steatitic sandstone of the same nature as 47 and 48 of the Kemaon
series.

15. Compact bluish-black limestone.

17. Quartsese sandstone similar to 70 of the Kemson series.

18. Gneiss.

19. Other varieties of the same.

20. The same with hornblende.

83. Quarts with small vesiclos fram which falspar has been removed.

6.

5. Felspar.

96. Sandstane,

R7. Quarts vock,

98. Decomposed green stone.

29. Decomposed gneiss, fine granular structure.

80. Calcareous grit stone, the same as 105, Kemaon series.

81. Coarse quartzose sandstone.

3%. Magnesian limestone.
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33. Serpentine and claystene forming a perphyritic strueture asinm 7.

84, Scorra found in the sands of the Brahrsaputra.

85. Something of a similar nature but heavier.

86. A large crystal of garnet and mica received from Mr. Bruws of
Sadiyab, and said to be found in the Abor mountains.

87.

38.

Although these minerals have been merely submitted to & hasty in-
spection, yet it requires no great care or penetration to detect by their
wmeans an imteresting affinity in the nature of the rock composing the
sub-Himélayan ranges at very remote points along the line of their
southern base. We find the porphyries of the Abor mountains not
very different from those that are found in the bed of the Gogra at
Burmdeo pass, 900 miles to the westward, vide 111, and 128 in the
foregoing catalogue, which constitute the central musses of the outer
range of the mountains of Kemaon, merely covered except on the in-
accessible precipices, by sedimentary deposits of a very recent nature.

IV.—PFacsimiles of Ancient Inscriptions, lithographed by Jamzs Privens,
8ec. As. Soc. &c.

While engaged upon the engrossing object of the l&t inscription,
other documents of the same nature have been accumulating so fast upon
my hands, that I shall have some difficulty in bringing up the arrear,
even with a sacrifice of all the collateral information which should be
sought from various sources, in illustration of the ancient records I
have undertaken to preserve in an accessible shape through the con.
venient and facile process of lithography. My apology must be that
once made public, these documents will be always open to discussion,
and their utility will be felt at times and in cases which it is impossible
to foresee. The task of systematically arranging and applying such
materials may be safely left to the profound author of the long-expected
“ Corpss inscriptionvm Indicarum”—to whom I proffer the fullest
permiesion to extract all that can forward his object of filling up the
history of India from numismatical and monumental data.

Following the random order of the plates themselves, I must first
notice the

Inscription on a Stone Slab, No. 1 of the Society’s museum, 52 lines,
of which the five first lines are given as a specimen in Plate XXXII.
The stone is marked at the side as having been ‘* presented to the

492



664 Focsimiles.of Ancient Inscriptions, [Ave.

society by CaverLLy VEnxaTA Bonia”’—one of Colonel Micxenzi®'s
native assistants in his antiquarian researches. It is stated to have
been brought from * Kurgoade, S. 8. 1723.”

The character is the Hala Kanaga or old Cuanarese, and it may be
easily read or transcribed by means of the -alphabet published in
Plate XIII. which differs but little from the older form. MapHORAY,
the librarian of the Sanskrit college, having examined a copy made
for me by a young Madras pandit, hes enabled me to give the follow-
ing brief account of its contents, and might have done more; but,
being all save the formulary at the commencement, in the Canarese
language, I prefer sending a copy te Madras to be there completely
examined ; and, if found worthy, to be published in Dr. CorLz’s valuable
repository of tire researches of the sister Society.

The inscription opens with an invocation to Srva in his character of.
SwarausmunATH the self-existent lord, in two aslokas, of which the
following is the transcript in the Devanfgari character, by MabmoRAY.

g " 255
& FwetAT 1) wrefafawgaife: mfdand ayfeivewe
wenr aaf Rawmewan foamfefasdan wrhftmfctm oty
s frguhils 2= Wy

¢ Salutation to SwavyaMBHUNA'TE, the acknowledged chief pillar of the
three worlds from the beginning, whose lofty head has become benutiful
being kissed by the moon. Victorious is he, manifest in glory, the ful.
filler of all desires, the occupier of all worlds, sovereign of all gods,
suppresser of the pride of the dailyas, embracer of Pa‘rBatr/, origin of
sages, the god of gods, the se